INPS have become aware of a potential issue with user created guidelines that specifically use a Drug Regime and where those guidelines have been imported (i.e. taken from one practice to another).  Although INPS feel that the clinical risk is very small and it is unlikely that a practice will experience the issue we have reported the problem to the Connecting for Health Clinical Safety team.  A description of the issue is provided below if you have any concerns please contact the service desk. 

Brief outline of problem:

The Drug Regime for a guideline is an ordered collection of drug defaults that can be prescribed from a guideline, providing a prescribing protocol

The Drug Regime often consists of the same drug repeated for different dosages, from weakest to strongest, and may also include variations for infants, children or other age ranges.  

Rather than listing a whole series of drugs from one or more Action Groups, the drug regime will show specially selected individual drugs with age filters which are relevant to a particular condition or for a particular purpose. These filters and individual drugs have to be manually set up by the clinician/user.

INPS have come across an issue with regards to re-importing such drug guidelines and then using the guideline to prescribe Acute/Therapy items.  There are two parts to this bug and only part 2 is considered to be a clinical safety issue: 

PART 1

Once you have created a guideline you will have a similar entry as below:
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If users were to export this guideline and then re-import it, it will give you the following
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As you can see it loses the tablets preparation part in the guideline. N.B. THE DRUG AND THE DOSAGE IS NOT AFFECTED.  The correct drug and the dosage is picked up at all times. 
The users can use this guideline to prescribe drugs.  When using the same re-imported guideline (where preparation is being shown as 0) to prescribe an acute or a repeat, vision users are prompted with the following:
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At this point the original preparation (tablets) is still showing as “0”. BUT when you choose your prescription type (Acute/Repeat) it comes up with the Therapy add screen and it picks up the correct drug, preparation and dosage.
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This issue of the preparation being shown as 0 will occur for any drug that is selected when making the guideline. The only way around this issue is to recreate the guideline.  
This part is small software defect and not clinical safety as the only problem is the preparation being shown as 0 in the alerts but everything else is correct.  This is only mentioned to understand Part 2 of the problem.

PART 2

If the drug that is selected when creating the guideline has more than one preparation then the QUANTITY of the default drug can be changed after the re-import. N.B. THE DRUG AND THE DOSAGE IS NOT AFFECTED.  The correct drug and the dosage is picked up at all times.

We have found one drug in particular has 2 preparations.  PARACETAMOL sf susp 250mg/5ml” has “mls” and “5ml sachet” as the preparation for the same drug. See below for a screenshot
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Clinical safety Issue 

If the user sets up a drug regime default of PARACETAMOL sf susp 250mg/5ml with Quantity “3” and Preparation “5ml sachet” (which amounts to 15mls in total) Dosage 5ML TWICE A DAY; then the original guideline will look like this:  
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If the user was to export and import the above guideline and then Part 1 of the bug is still applicable where the preparation shows as “0”. N.B. THE DRUG AND THE DOSAGE IS NOT AFFECTED
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At the time of prescribing from the imported guideline the user will choose the prescription type (Acute/Repeat) and it will come up with the Therapy add screen (as in part 1) and it picks up the correct drug and Dosage. BUT the preparation is defaulted to mls.
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This is a different amount to the original (3ml rather than 15 ml in total).

This part is where the possible clinical safety issue could occur.  Where, if the script is created before the preparation is edited, the patients will receive a smaller amount than that originally intended to be prescribed. At no point is the drug or the dosage altered in anyway by the import.

The current  workaround is to recreate the guideline as opposed to importing it
